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Richard H. Beal

Richard H. Beal spent his time updating, reference checking, and copy editing articles for 
the third fascicle of the Š volume and the beginning of the T volume of the Chicago Hittite 
Dictionary. Outside of office time his article “Hittite Anatolia: Political History” for the Oxford 
Handbook of Ancient Anatolia was pushed through the editing process and should appear in 
the coming year. An article in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie on “Seuche (epidemic)” among 
the Hittites is now in print. The article “Soldat (Hittite)” (Soldiers among the Hittites) is 
undergoing editing. He completed a review of a Festschrift for Silvin Košak, a predecessor 
of his as research associate on the Chicago Hititte Dictionary. He is working on reviews of a 
Festschrift for David Hawkins, the book Rêves Hittites by Alice Mouton, and the book Hittite 
Votive Texts by Jan de Roos.

————————————————————

Robert D. Biggs

Robert D. Biggs has continued his study of the mid-third-millennium bc cuneiform texts 
from the Temple of Inanna at Nippur, collaborating in particular with Karen Wilson and 
Richard Zettler on matters of dating of occupation levels. He has also resumed study of the 
second-millennium Babylonian texts dealing with extispicy (the Babylonian “science” of in-
terpreting ominous signs in the internal organs of sheep) from the Hittite capital of Hattusha. 
With a fellowship from the American Research Institute in Turkey in the summer of 1972, he 
studied the originals in Ankara and Istanbul, and subsequently, in 1981, the originals now in 
Berlin. Although very fragmentary (with very few lines of text being complete), these texts 
nevertheless constitute a valuable source for the corpus of omens in the second millennium 
bc. He will be preparing an edition of the texts.

————————————————————

Scott Branting

Scott Branting continues as the director of the Center for Ancient Middle Eastern Land-
scapes (CAMEL) and co-director of the Kerkenes Dağ archaeological project in central Turkey. 
Reports for both of these endeavors appear in their separate sections of the Annual Report. 
He also is co-director of the SHULGI project with Argonne National Laboratory, continues to 
oversee the acquisition and installation of the Integrated Database for the Oriental Institute, 
and continues the partnership started last year with Wendy Ennes of the Public Education 
Department on the development of sixth-grade interdisciplinary curriculum. He serves as 
a committee member for the Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) and as a delegate to 
the American Research Institute in Turkey (ARIT).
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During the year papers were presented at the American Schools of Oriental Research 
(ASOR) annual meeting and at the 33. Uluslar Arası Kazı, Araștırma ve Arkeometri Sempo-
zyumu in Turkey. Public lectures were given to the Chicago Archaeological Society and at 
the Oriental Institute through the Member’s Lecture Series. Grants were received from the 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation and as part of the Institute of Museum and Library Services’ Muse-
ums for America Collections Management Grant issued for the Oriental Institute’s Integrated 
Database Project. Two new works appeared in publication: “Agents in Motion” in Agency and 
Identity in the Ancient Near East: New Paths Forward, edited by Sharon R. Steadman and Jennifer 
C. Ross (London: Equinox, 2010), and “The Kerkenes Project 2010” (with Geoffrey Summers, 
Françoise Summers, and Joseph W. Lehner) in Anatolian Archaeology 16. Several additional 
publications are in process.

————————————————————

Miguel Civil

Miguel Civil’s book The Lexical Texts in the Schøyen Collection (CDL Press), his third book since 
retirement, was finally published in August 2010. It is an edition of 186 lexical tablets with 
the most varied contents, ranging from a Middle Babylonian tablet with the full text of the 
seventh tablet of har-ra, all the way back to a new group of Early Dynastic word lists. His 
edition of the Laws of Ur-Namma, king of Ur (2112–2095 bc), based on a new source almost 
contemporary with the promulgation of the laws, has just been published in a book edited 
by A. R. George, Cuneiform Royal Inscriptions and Related Texts in the Schøyen Collection (CDL 
Press). It is a philological edition, with special emphasis on lexical and grammatical aspects, 
to make the text of the laws accessible to legal historians. Miguel’s minor publications of 
last year include “Sumerian Compound Verbs: Class II,” a paper presented in the 53th Ren-
contre Assyriologique Internationale in Moscow, and printed in Language in the Ancient Near 
East, volume 1, part 2, edited by L. Kogan (Eisenbrauns). “Ur III as a Linguistic Watershed,” a 
communication presented in the Meeting about Ur III studies (Madrid, July–August 2010), is 
in press. Miguel’s paper in the April 2010 Oriental Institute Workshop on Linguistic Method 
and Theory, and several minor articles, are ready to go to press. He is working on several 
projects centered on Sumerian grammar and literary texts, such as an explanation (with the 
help of the Bible and Hellenistic Greek papyri) of Inanna’s “watering with her foot” a sapling 
in Gilgameš and Enkidu, or an analysis of the verbal forms seen as a combination of a lexical 
verb with several auxiliaries/preverbs, rather than formed by a root and a string of affixes. 

————————————————————

Fred M. Donner

Fred M. Donner spent much of the 2010–2011 academic year immersed in his duties as 
director of the University’s Center for Middle Eastern Studies (CMES). After a tumultuous 
year in 2009–2010, this year was blissfully calm and CMES’s many activities — including host-
ing numerous visiting lecturers, sponsoring workshops and conferences, mounting public 
education activities, and supervising CMES’s burgeoning MA program — came off smoothly, 
thanks especially to the efforts of CMES’s dedicated staff (Dr. Paul Walker, Dr. Thomas Ma-
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